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CLUB CALENDAR 


Oct. 21 General Club Meeting 

Oct. 22-23 ARRL QSO Party (phone) 
Sept. QST 

Oct. 24 MDARC Board Meeting 

Oct. 28 STS-9 Shuttle Mission! 

Nov. 5-6 ARRL Sweepstakes (CW) 
Set SSeS rOST 

Nov. 10 ARRL UHF Sprint 1296 MHz 

Nov. 12-13 ARRL Midnight Special 
UGA Booked 

Nov. 16 ARRL VHF/UHF Sprint 432 Mz 

DEC. 4 MBARC ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Nets 


"Ya all check in now ya hear!" 
Tech Forum/Swap NET 
Thursdays 7:30 P.M. 147.66/06 
Emergency NET is 146.43 Simplex.7:P.M. 
then QSY to 7.735 after roll call Thurs. 

Parky NET 
Every Night 3895 +/- ORM 10 P.M. 
NTS/NCN 3630 KHZ 7 PM daily 

Slow speed session 8:30 P.M.» 
NCN/VHF 145.41 MHZ, WAG6EUZ/R 
CCRA NET Mon. 7:35 P.M. 147.735 
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Meeting Notice 


This month's meeting will be held at 
the Grace Presbyterian Church 
2100 Tice Valley Blvd., 

Walnut Creek 


Speaker for the October meeting was 
not confirmed at presstime so ya all 
come on out for a big surprise ya hear! 


Pleasant Hill, California 94523 0222 
Printer: Doug Lortsher, W6KLM 


P.O. Box 868 Pleasanton, CA 94566 846-9458 
1465 Lawrence Rd.Danville 94526 837-9679 
P.O. Box 868 Pleasanton, 94566 846-9458 
764 Lisboa Ct.,Walnut Creek 94598 933-6357 
1919 Ygnacio Valley Rd#49 WC94598 939-8965 
4125 Sacramento St.,Concord 94521 676-9048 
3515 Honeysuckle Way, Con. 794518 685-3551 


DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE: Articles, Classified Ads, etc. by October 29, 1983 
Next Board Meeting at: Thurman Casey Library 2661 Oak Grove Rd. W.C. October 24, 1983 
This edition is not copywrited. It is OK to quote from us, provided credit is given. Thank You! 
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MDARC Board Meeting 


QTH: Nursery School Room, Grace Presby- 
terien Church, Walnut Creek. 


MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob KA6LSL, Carolyn 
KA6LSK, Larry W6CPO, Jim KA6IVF, Dick 
KT6X, Don N6EEQ, Joe WA6DON. 


Meeting called to order at 8:00 pm Sept 
19 by Bob KA6LSL, President. 


MMSP to accept minutes as printed in CARRIER. 


ROSTER & DIRECTORY: Don N6EEQ stated that 
Bill Morisey N6FER said he would like to 

have the job of keeping the Roster up to 

date. Board voted unaminously to accept 

his offer. 


TREASURER: $1200 in checking account. 


CARRIER: Mailing and printing is costing 
$150.00 per month which is below budgeted 
amount. Oct and Nov CARRIER to have Member- 
Ship blanks inserted. Dick KT6X to make 
membership blanks. Discussion held on 
membership cards. MMSP to have Dick have 
printed 500 membership cards. 


OCTOBER OPERATING EVENT: STS-9 Space Shut- 
tle contact station at Wards Parking Lot. 
Discussion held re: club's function, which 
is to sponser the event and provide the 
insurance. Mike WB6FBI and Ron K6XC to 
write letter to Monument Business Asso- 
Ciation. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Consists of Dick 
KT6X, Betty Lou KB6UX, Hank W6ZHY and 
Dwayne W6LKE. To meet next week and put 
together a slate of officers. Ballot to 
be mailed in October CARRIER. 


RRRG: Dick KT6X discussed status of re- 
peaters. Antenna from Rocky Ridge and new 
hardline have been installed on 2M repeat- 
er on Mt. Diablo. 220 Repeater to have new 
hardline run soon. Discussed was new con- 
trol decks for both repeaters. MMSP to go 
to general membership of MDARC to ask for 
$900 from the club's treasurey to help pay 
for control deck for 2M repeater and ask 
for donations from members to help the re- 
peater group meet the cost of a second con- 
trol deck for 220 repeater. 


SOCIAL: The Christmas Party will be held 
sunday, December 4 at the Concord Elks Club. 
The price will be $7.75 per person and 

$5.75 for children 12 and under. MMSP to 


authorize payment of $100 of already budget- 


ed money for deposit on rental of room. 


PUBLIC SERVICE: Joe WA6DQN listed events 
coming up. 


WALNUT FESTIVAL: Went over well. Had many 
people stop by. Special Events Station had 
many contacts. MMSP to have Larry W6CPO make 
QSL cards to send. 


EDUCATION: Classes start Tuesday Sept.20 
at College Park High School. 

EC: Long discussion held on the low vol- 
unteer rate and what can be done. Several 
Suggestions mentioned with some new approa- 
Ches tobias, 


AWARDS: Don N6EEQ to undertake the comnit- 
tee to choose the recipients for the yearly 
Club Awards. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm. 


At the time this is being written, the 


nominating committee is hard at work putt- 


ing together a slate of officers for next 
year. I want to thank them for what is a 
very difficult job. Another vote of thanks 
goes to Mike WB6OFBI, Scott WB6PQM and Louis 
WA60CZ for all the hard work they have put 
in climbing the towers and working to keep 
our Club's repeater antennas in good work- 
ing condition. Besides those three hanging 
on the tower, I want to thank the ground 
crew who were with me, Paul WB6DHH and 

Don W6NKF, without whose help the tower 
crew wouldn't have been able to do their 
work. 

The Walnut Festival is an event of the 
past. I want to thank everyone who parti- 
Cipated in this in any way. I feel it was 
a major event which gave our Club and ama- 
teur radio much needed good publicity. We 
had many people stop by and Inquire about 
amateur radio and how to become hams. There 
were many Club members who participated and 
I extend a very warm "Thanks" to all of 
them. I especially want to thank Don NI6A 
and Larry W6CPO for their untiring and 
long hours of preparation and co-ordination 
to make this event go. I feel this should 
be a yearly event of the Club. From a 
personal standpoint, I felt it was very 
worthwhile and interesting. 


133 Bob KA6LSL 


MD ARC General Meeting 


The September meeting was called to order 
at 8:05 pm on Sept. 16 by Bob Dahl KA6LSL, 
President. 


GUESTS AND UPGRADES - None present 


MMSP to accept the minutes of last meeting 
as written in CARRIER. 


COMMUNICATIONS: Letters of thanks to club 
and members for Public Service rendered 

from VA Hospital and Wayne Green Inc. (73 
Magazine) Letter from Jettie Hill, Vice 
Director for Pacific Division re: his cand- 
idacy for Division Director ARRL. Letter re: 
Oscar 10 information from Ross Forbes WB6GFJ. 


VP: Speaker for October not firmed up yet. 


TREASURER: Books are balanced for first 6 
months. Statements are available. Balance 
in checking acct. $1200, Savings acct. $1340. 


EC: SET scheduled for Sept. 23, Friday. 
Still is looking for volunteers to help with 
this event and others in future. If inter- 
ested, call Jim KAGIVF. 


‘EDUCATION: Novice class starts Tues evening, 
Sept. 20 at College Park High. Discussion 
held on whether the club could hold classes 
for upgrades. Lack of instructors and volun- 
teers to help are reasons against. To help 
with the Novice Classes call Guy Corynen, 
KE6BS or show up at the school on Tuesday. 


PUBLIC SERVICE: Joe WA6DQN reported that 
MDARC will provide communications for both 
the Walnut Festival Race and Parade on 
Sunday. Still needs help for: Sept 25 - 100 
mile Bike Race by Diablo Mountain Cyclists. 
and Oct. 1 - Battle of the Bands, Concord 
Time 9 am - 12 noon. 


SOCIAL: Trip to Melones Dam is scheduled 
for Oct. 1. To meet in Manteca and caravan 
from there. The directions as printed in 
CARRIER were wrong. Correct directions were 
read. A show of hands was asked of those 
planning on coming. Christmas Party plans 
are coming along. Will be a catered dinner. 
Definite plans to be firmed up at Board 
meeting on Monday. 


RRRG: Dick KT6X reported both machines are 
up on Diablo and playing. 

sept. 26 - Steering committee meeting 

Sept. 29 - Meeting of Repeater group. For 
those interested in joining Group, come to 
the Repeater meeting as this is the only « 
time you can join. 

OCTOBER OPERATING EVENT: STS-9 Space Shuttle 
contact from Wards Parking lot. To be set up 
for 5 days over weekend of October 29 and 30. 
Will also be making Oscar 10 contacts and 
have Satellite Dishes there to receive NASA 
broadcasts. 


CERTIFICATES: were given to Larry Kaye W6CPO 
and Jim House KA6IVF for Emergency Services 
work by Bob in Dwayne Eskridges W6LKE absence. 


DIRECTORY: is being typed by Bill Morisey N6FER 


CLUB BANNER: New banner is up at the Walnut 
Festival booth. Looks great. Question raised 
“Where is the old banner the Club had?" 
Anyone with any information please contact 
one of the Board Members. 


WALNUT FESTIVAL: is now underway. Any help 
would be appreciated. The booth is monitor- 
ing 147.06 repeater. To have a Special Events 
Station on Sat. and Sun. 


THURSDAY NITE TECH NET: Tom Cook K10CD states 
net is alive and well. Needs some people to 
volunteer for net control... Contact Tom 

Cook or Guy Corynen KE6BS. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE: consisting of Betty 
Lou KB6UX, Dick KT6X, Hank W6ZHY, Dwayne 
W6LKE was announced. To meet soon. 


After a short break for coffee and cookies 
our speaker was Jettie Hill W6RFF, Vice 
Director, Pacific Division, ARRL. Following 
his talk there was a question and answer 
period. 

Meeting was adjourned after door prizes were 
drawn. 


Submitted by 
Carolyn KA6LSK, Secretary 


News 


GARY KERR, EX-WA6JIY of Palo Alto, CA, 
was fined $2,000 for operating an unlicensed 
radio station on April 13, 1983 (willful 
Violation of Section 301 of the Communica- 
tions Act). Kerr previously held a General 
Class license, but was denied a renewal 
after an FCC hearing and subsequent appeal 
on charges of causing intentional interfer- 
ence to Bay Area 2 meter repeater systems. 

Complaints that Kerr was still using 
amateur frequencies caused a field investi- 
gation to be started. The results were that 
he was in fact using an unlicensed trans- 
mitter on a frequency used by a San Franci- 
SCO repeater. | 

Since Kerr has not as yet paid the fine, 
the Commission is now considering referring 
the matter to the US Attorney for collection 
in Federal Court proceedings. He has also 
been warned that continued violations may 
result in more fines and/or criminal prose- 
cution. 7 
(FCC Public Notice RF-8302, Aug. 5, 1983) 


TNX WESTLINK REPORT 


Ham-in-Space Anticip 


"1 During the recent Teleconference 


“| 


Radio Net, Roy Neal (K6DUE) of NBC News | 
_ released the anticipated specific orbits when | 
Astronaut Owen Garriott CWSLED) should be | 
operating amateur radio. Roy said, that this | 
was "...last minute information, hastily thrown | 
together..., It contains the information that a: 
lot of people have been waiting for... that is 


the tracking information when we should at 
least try to contact Owen." 


Dr. Garriott says he will attempt to. 
provide other operating periods as well, but. 
these will have little advance information. . 
Whenever possible, advance notice will be: 
made via-WI1AW -the ARRL headquarters sta- 
_tion- and (particularly) WSRRR - the Johnson 
Space Center Amateur Radio Club. 


The following United States orbits fal! 
within Garriott's time off period and he has 
confirmed that we can pretty much plan on 
him being on the air then. Rev. 39 and 40. 
come up on Sunday evening, October 30th and 


Orbit 80 on Wednesday morning, November — 


2nd. 


It is very difficult at this time to 

State positively when the space shuttle will 
be overhead since this must be predicated on 

a_launch time. During the recent Teleconfer- 

en-e Radio Net, Roy Neal anticipated a noon 

launch on October 28th. He called me early 

this week and told me that this was now 


scheduled for 11:30 a.m. Subsequent phone 
calls from the Johnson Space Center's Chief, 
Public Affairs Chuck Biggs (KC5RG), changed 
this to 11:00 am. and finally back to 11:30 
a.m. (Four lift-off times within a week!) The 
point is that once the spacelab mission is | 
aloft, then the times will become firm since 


the revolutions are exectty 


The STS-8 (the just ended mission) 
lifted off 17 minutes fate and since the 
Spacecraft crosses the entire United States in 
14 minutes or less you can see the effect of 
launch time. Orbit 39 begins 2 days, & hours 
and 34 minutes into the mission. 


An orbit starts when the Spacecraft 
passes over the equator. Sometimes the shut- . 
tle passes the equator in this hemisphere and | 
comes up on the United States west to east. | 
Other times it passes the equator on the | 
other side of the world and must go over the | 
top of the earth and to descend on the U.S. 
This means that different times must be added | 
to equatorial crossing times. ! 


perating 
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Fred Maia, W5YI, Editor, P.O. Box 10101, Dallas, TX 75207 
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Times Released 


Thanks to Chuck Biggs at JSC we 
were furnished with a STS-9 Shuttle ground- 
track chart which shows each of the 176 
orbits. We traced each orbit that crosses the 
United States and these are shown on Page 3 
of this newsletter. These are drawn to scale. 
Since Owen Garriott will undoubtedly be 
operating other than the specified orbits, this 


will serve as a good reference as to where 


the shuttle will cross the United States when 
it is known what other revolutions he will be 
on-the-air. 


Note that Orbit 39 passes over eastern 
Washington state, east of Denver, Dallas and 
between Houston and New Orleans before con- 
tinuing out into the Carribean. It is due over 
the United States (assuming the 11:30 a.m. 
launch time holds up) between 8:32 to 8:40. 

em. CDT Sunday October 30th. Orbit 40 (2 
days 10 hours 3 minutes plus another 32-36 
minutes to be over the U.S.) will cover the 
far western part of California - right over 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego be- 
tween 10:05 and 10:09 PDT the same evening. 


Orbit 80 really passes substantiall 
east of the United States oF possibly can be 


reached from stations located Florida to New . 
England. Since Rev. 80 passes the equator 
west of South America, you only have to add 
7 to 17 minutes to the 4 day 21 hours 36 min- 
ute mission elapsed time. 


Stations on the east coast should try 
to contact Owen Garriott on Wednesday 
morning, November 2nd between 8:13 and 8:22 


a.m. EST. (Remember we go from daylight to 
standard time Sunday, October 30th.) It was 


previously announced that Rev. 80 would be 
on Thursday, November 3rd, but I believe this 
to be in error based on the chart received 
from Johnson SC. 


"W6CX from W5LFL 
SPACE MOBILE 5x9" 


THE W5yY! REPORT is published twice a month on the first and fifteenth of the month - PO Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207 - Phone: (214) 690-1063 
SUBSCRIPTION RATE: (U.S.; Canada and Mexico) One Year (24 issues) $18.00; Two Years ($35.00) Foreign Subscriptions Via Air Mail: $30.00 per year 


Worldwide. (Payment may be made via Check, Money Order, VISA or 


MasterCard in U.S. funds) 
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| STS-9 \ 

aula Columbia \ ‘2 XN ted : 
|} Orbits 1 thru 80. “> XK - A-4, 7 AV XIX | ARROWS... 
i ‘ca ee * \  fX 7 me Se 2 a) indicate direction | 
‘0 \ hy Ae Ac \  } of spacecraft travel 


8 
| STS-9 Groundtrack Chart - Orbits Over United States 
| These two maps indicate every orbit that the STS-9 will be over the United States, the 
direction of travel and the orbit number. The chart on the left indicates the equatorial crossing 
| time that each orbit begins after lift-off. You must add the appropriate minutes to obtain the 
time that the Shuttle Columbia will be over the United States. | 
‘yy 162 146 130114 82 


Sh'ttle Columbia 187 }5] x eA YN AV J ARROWS... 
Orbits 81 thru 176 | 9 i 4 | » K f\ ( indicate direction | 
; ri Wh 7 4 of spacecraft travel 
Special thanks go to Charles A. Biggs 183 / 144, 
(KC5RG) of Johnson Space Center, BY 128 
Houston, who made these U.S. maps 
available to us. 


Orbit GROUND ELAPSED TIME ~ 
No. DAY MINUTES 
2 0 ] 26 
3 0 2 55 
-6 0 7 23 
7 0 8 53 
bs 0 10 22 
17 0 23 47 
18 l l 17 
19 1 2 46 
22 l 7 14 
23 l é 44 
24 1 10 13 
33 1 23 37 
34 2 l 7 
35 2 2 36 
37 2s 5 35 
38 2 7 & 
39 2 8 34 
40 : 10 3 
49 2 23 27 
50 3 0 57 
aise 2 26 

*. §3 3 5 25 
54 3 & 54 
55 3 8 23 
65 3 23 17 
66 & 0 &6 
67 sb 2 15 
69 & 5 14 
70 4 & 43 
7} 4 g 12 
80 4 21 36 
81 & 23 5 

5 0 


Westlink Report 


SIGNAL REPORT FOR SOVIET AMATEURS 


| 


i 
} 


Over 
U.S. 


+9-14 


+11-14— 
+30-32 | 


+28-36 


+30-36 


+9-15 
+9-17 
+10-17 
+30-34 


+28-36 | 


+30-36 
+9-15 
+9-15 
+11-17 
+ 30-32 
+28-32 
+28-36 
+32-36 
+9-15 
+9-17 
+11-17 
+ 30-32 


+28-34 | 


+28-36 
+9-17 
+9-17 
+11-17 
+ 30-32 
+28-34 


+28-36 


+7-16 
+9-17 


+9-17 


Bud Frohardt (W9DY) of Chicago advises. 


that he has as 7 
that he uses when working 


radio stattons-particularly UA@'s on 


pecial RST si 


gnal report 


| 
g 


Russtan amateur © 


Sakhalin Island. He gives them a 2-6-9 


report. 


When queried regarding the poor signal : 


report, he tells the station) that this 7s 
in memory of the 269 killed by the Soviet 
Union on the i11-fated Korean 747 air- | 
liner. Frohardt says that they don't acknow | 
ledge that they understand. 


WESTLINK | 


\ 
\ 


| 
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Orbit GROUND ELAPSED TIME Over 
83 5 2 & +11-17 
85 5 5 3 +30-32 
86 5 6 32 +28-36 
87 5 & 1 +28-36 
97 5 22 54 +9-17 
98 6 0 23 +9-17 
99 6 | 52 +11-17 
101 6 4 51 + 30-32 
102 6 6 20 +28-36 
103 6 7 4&9 +28-36 
117 7 4 39 +30-34 
118 7 6 8 +28-36 
119 7 7 37 +28-36 
128 7 21 0 +/-9 
129 7 22 29 +9-15 
130 7 23 59 +11-17 
131 8 ] 28 +15-17 
133 8 4 26 + 30-32 
134 & J 55 +28-36 
135 g 7 2) + 32-36 
144 g 20 47 +9-15 
145 & 22 16 +9-15 
146 bs 23 45 +11-17 
149 9 & 13 +30-34 
150 9 5 4&2 +238-36 
i51 9 7 ll + 32-36 
160 g 20 33 +9-15 
161 9 22 2 +9-15 
162 9 23 32 +11-17 
165 10 3 59 +28-34 
166 10 5 28 +28-36 
167 oe es 57 + 32-36 


176 10 20 te +9-15 


SEA-GOING "PIRATES" USE 2METERS. Fish- 
ing boats working Puget Sound near Seattle, 
Washington, have been discovered using the 
2 meter amateur band to communicate. About 
a dozen unlicensed operators have already 
been monitored using first names as "handles" 
and spewing foul language as a normal part 
of their conversations. Transmissions moni- 
tored indicate that the radios were purchas- 
ed from an equipment suppliers who also in- 
structed the bootleggers on which frequen- 
cies held the best chance of getting away 
with the illegal activity which is on 100 
kHz centers in the 145 MHz region of the 
band. The FCC monitoring station and the 
ARRL have already been made aware of the — 
Situation, but local hams said that they 
will not be satisfied until all equipment 
is confiscated and those involved, includ- 
ing the equipment retailer, have been pro- 
secuted. Several have suggested that ama- 
teurs once again push for "point of sale" 
control over any equipment that can trans- 
() mit in the amateur bands. Tnx N7PF, others. 
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CALIFORNIA HAMS GET OLYMPIC PREFIX 


In our last issue we told you about a 
petition being filed by Richard J. Ward 
(NG6O), Hollywood, California, requesting 
permission to use a special Olympic prefix. 
Ward received a quick response. to his 
petition. The letter he received (dated 
September 14, 1983) from the FCC, Chief, 
Private Radio Bureau follows: 

"Dear Mr. Ward: 

This is in reply to your letter of 
1983, requesting the use of "23", 
for the 23rd Olympiad or "84", for the 1984 
Olympics, in amateur call signs in California. 
The numbers "23" or "84" would be used in 
lieu of the digit "6" which is the number used 
in amateur call signs in California. In support 
of your request, you state that having the 
option to use a commemorative call sign 
would be "a chance to spread friendship, good 
will and excitement from the location of this 
international event to the world." 


We believe that your request has merit 
and, therefore, waive the provisions of 
Section 97.51(b), which prohibits granting 
requests for specific call signs for the period 
beginning July |, 1984, and ending August 3l, 
1984. This waiver to use either "23" or "84", 
in lieu of the digit "6", will apply only to 
amateur radio stations in California whose 
call signs contain the digit "6". 


Sincerely, 
Robert S. Foosaner 
ELC ,-Cnief, PRB." 


% GBD © BS 


CABLE FIRM VACATES HAM FREQUENCIES 


Another cable-TY company has volun- 
tarily vacated five channels due to pressure 
from the amateur radio community. 


Group W (formerly Teleprompter), Tor- | 


rance, California, released their list of 160 
channels of intended programming on Septem- 
ber 14, 1983. Thirty of these channels were 


left vacant, including E, J, K, WW and XX on 


the ham bands plus others on FAA and mari- 


time frequencies. 


lol 


' THE BASE STATION ‘- 


YOUR CONTRA COSTA HAM HEADQUARTERS 
CARRY ING 


TUNERS, KEYERS, BOOKS 


TRANCEIVERS ANTENNAS 


TRANSMITTERS RECEIVERS 


AND ALL SORTS OF ACCESSORIES 


e Base Station 
: 0 St 


Concord, cA 94520 
686. 7388. 


Since award of the Torrance franchise 
in February 1982, close liason has been main- 


_ tained between the amateur community, Group 


W and the city. The original franchise in fact 
contained wording that channels would be 
vacated if problems developed. (See Vol. 4 
Issue 7, April 1, 1982.) 


Sensing it might be better to vacate 
before problems developed, and in view of the 
Close support hams had developed with the 
Mayor and City Council, Group W's decision 
to vacate was finalized after four ham clubs 
read a Joint statement into the Council min- 
utes the evening of September 6, 1983. The 


Mayor and council further directed the City's 
Cable Administrator to form a standing com- 
mittee including himself, Group W and ama- 
teur radio operator representatives. 


With channels E, J, K, WW and XX 
vacant, the Mayor and Council alert to the 
problem and with a Standing committee 
formed including hams, it is felt amateurs 
have established a mechanism to resolve 
future problems should any develop. The moral 
is that it really does pay to establish a ham 
presence in your community. 


WALNUT 


Through the combined efforts of over 25 
MDARC members the MDARC participated with 
a booth at this years Walnut Festival which 
draws approximately 50,000 visitors and 
offers the second largest independent par- 
ade in the state. This four day event took 
place Sept. 15 thru 18th but many operators 
had to help set up the towers, antennas, 
booth, etc on Wed. and halp take down the 
tower the following Monday which made for a 
6 day event for the club. In addition Joe 
Gregory, WA6DQN, had to supply some 25 plus 
operators for the big parade and marathon 
on Sunday so that many people gave much time 
to their Club and hobby in a weekend full 
of sun and good weather. Special thanks to 
WeCPO for all the meetings and preplanning 
with the Festival committee and his many 
hours of hard work with coordination. Joe 
Campbell, KD6DY was instrumental/essential 
in arrainging the booth to be given to us as 
a public service booth, as normally they are 
rented out at a steep price and are always 
in short demand. W6LKE, supplied the FT 101, 
Nancy, KA6IZI, supplied some FB signs, 
KA6LSL and KA6LSK spent many hours in pre- 
planning coordination and equipment and were 
at the booth five days straight. W6EEN again 
supplied his 90' tower which continues to 
“bring ‘em in". Others who helped out for 
two days or more were WB6PQM, KA6IVG, KA6IVF, 
KB6UX, WA6ZFZ, and N6EJU. On Sunday WB6FBI 
gave an amateur Slow Scan TV demo and RTTY 
while KT6X came in with his FB RTTY/compu- 
ter station and gave a hands on RTTY demo © 
Sunday afternoon. A special events station 
was run on the upper SSB reaches of 15M, 20M, 
and 40M giving rise to a pile up or two on 
Sunday afternoon (Dee sure knows how to pull 
them in). Special commemorative QSL cards 
will be mailed upon a receipt of a SASE for 
all non-repeater QSOs as per September "QST" 
special Events page. Wayne NB6M came over on 
Friday night to help out on 40 CW and was 
answered by Chuck, K6RK, a charter member of 
MDARC who was wondering what W6CX was doing 
working DX that night. Wayne worked a bunch 
of stations on 40CW as well as DX that even- 
ing in a FB fashion. On the higher frequen- 
cies,KA6LSL's tribander atop of that 90' 
tower opened the band up when it was dead to 
the dipole. The Club operated HF contins ~ 
uously from Thurs. aft. to Sunday nite and 
coordinated on the Club repeater (147.06-W6CX) 
all four days and evenings. 

The booth provided answers to quiestions 
about amateur radio and distributed liter- 


FRHSTIVAL 


ature on the MDARC (its activities, meeting 
times and officers), Red Cross, the Novice 
Class, "Morse Code Decoded", "Your Questions 
answered about Amateur Radio!. how to join 
the ARRL, etc. We had displays on the Calif. 
Dept. of Forestry's Volunteer in Prevention 
Program, and RACES programs in which our | 


Club members readily support. The nationwide 
radiogram message center was a sucess re- ~ 
ceiving over 85 messages for the public 
via amateur radio. Thru KA6LSL's videotape 
recorder we had an continuous loop of the 
Roy Neal (K6DUE) video tape of W5LFL's 
historic Space Suttle radio adventure. A 
code practice oscillator and morse key were 
on the front table for on the spot Morse 
code practice with an attractive Morse code 
chart provided by Nancy making it possible 
even for 6 year old children to send their 
own names and become comportable with a key. 
A large event spanning 6 days was a team 
effort requiring help from only a large 
Club can provide. It was festive and reward- 
ing but for some tiring as a few slots for 
hostess/hosts and operators were underman- 
ned. Next year check your calendar around 
the third Thurs of Sept and see if you can 
Shake free a few hours to meet the public 
and join the Club in the 47th annual Walnut 
Festival. This year the Club Banner and sta- 
tion was displayed brightly and we hope that 
continued positive contact with the public 
will further benefit the growth and devel- 
ment of amateur radio unfettered by miscon- 
ceptions, antenna ordinances, and other de- 
triments. Many thanks to the gang who made 
this possible. Operators/Hosts/Hostesses/ 
Helpers suppliers included: KA6IZI, Nancy; 
N6EJU, Dee; KB6UX, Betty Lou; W6LKE, Dwayne; 
WOEEN, Don; WB6TEE, Don; KA6IVF, Jim; WA6DON, 
Joe; WB6FBI, Mike; KT6X, Dick; W6CPO, Larry; 
NB6M, Wayne; KD6DY, Joe; W6GZC, N6EEQ, Don; 
KA6LSL, Bob; KA6LSK, Carolyn; WB6BZQ, KD6KV, 
KA6IVG, Ryan; K6DUY, Bill; WA6ZFZ, Bill: 
WB60FH, W6ZHY, Hank; WB6PQM, Scott; and 
NI6A, Don. My sincere apologies to any who 
I missed who helped out. Special thanks to 
Dee and Betty Lou (N6EJU and KB6UX) who ran 
PSA announcements on local TV and saw to it 
that we got good coverage in the local news- 
papers (See the Contra Costa Times Sept. 14). 
You're a great team. 

Don, NI6A 
section Traffic Mgr. East Bay/ARRL 
MDARC Walnut Festival Committee Co-Chairman 
(with W6CPO) 


_RACES/ARES 

At eight o'clock, Friday, September 
23, we had the "Big One". That morning, 
Contra Costa County had a severe earth- 
quake------ by pre-arrangement, that is"! 

Our county-wide Simulated Emergency 
Test took place as it was scheduled and 
MDARC Emergency Communicators were right 
there to assist as needed. 

It was an excellent exercise and accord- 
ing to Mel Wingett, County Administrator 
and Cecil Williams, County Emergency Ser- 
vices Director, served to show the parti- 
Cipating department heads what is requir- 
ed of them in such emergencies. Everyone 
involved has learned a great deal from this 
— experience. 

The exercise ran from 0800 til 1058 
and was immediately followed by a critique 


at the Office of Emergency Services, Martin- 


ez. Our "gang" covered all of the partici- 
pating city, county and state agencies. 
These included police, fire, CHP, Sheriff 
and Public Works. State Region II commun- 
ications was manned, as well. We had no 
less than five operators at the Martinez 
QTH of County OES. These volunteers 

were: Dwayne W6LKE, Bill WA6ZFZ, Rick 
WB6EZI and Jim KA6GIVF. At Concord Police 
were Ron WB6OUGV and Miles W6QEN. At Mar- 
tinez Police Hank W6ZHY and at Pleasant © 
Hill Police was Clay WD6GDG. Guy KE6BS 
and Joe WA6DQN handled Consolidated Fire 
very well and Joe also checked in with 
Walnut Creek Police briefly since they did 
not actually participate in this exercise. 
Then we had Don N6EEQ doing his usual fine 
job for the Red Cross and Steve WA6HAM 
(love that call) helped out at Com 7,=the 
Martinez County Office Building. Larry, 
W6CPO handled both VHF and LF at the OFS 
State Region II office. 

I don't have the list of West County 
participants but working hard as usual 
were Dave N6DRT and Don NI6A. 

Many written messages were sent and re- 
ceived serving to point out our need for 
a standard format and perhaps a review 
- Of our procedures. 

All in all, a job d--n well done! 

Thank you, all. 

73 Hank W6ZHY 


Deadline Sn inineens 


For your convenience, CARRIER article 
deadlines through Dec. 1983 are the 
following: (flexible) 


October 29 November 25 December 28 


- The CARRIER 


via 
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cae a Radio Outlets 


28ll Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
(415) 451-5757 
999 Howard Ave. 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
(415) 342-5757 
Hours: 10 AM to 5:30 PM Monday—Saturday 


KENWOOD 
BIG VALUE 
COMBINATION 


NEW 


KENWOOD TW-4000A 
FM "DUAL BANDER " 
2M and 70cm in a 
Single package! 


BUY A TW-4000A for 
$599.95 


and select TWO of the 
following items absolutely free! 


1)VS-1 Voice Synthesizer 
$39.95 value 


2)TU-4C sub audible tone gener- 
ator 
$39.95 value 


3)MA-4000 Duo-band Mobile 
Antenna 
$44.95 value 


ICOM SPECIALS 


ICOM IC-720A 
Now $899 


ICOM IC-730 
Now $599 


OUR ONLY BUSINESS IS HAM RADIO! 
erlang tee te aE ee 


HAM RADIO OUTLET STORES 
HAVE THE LARGEST 
AMATEUR RADIO INVENTORY 
IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Public Service 


PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES, SEPTEMBER 1983 


The latter part of September brought 
three successive weekends of operating 
events and public service activities. The 
Club operated a portable station in a booth 
at the Walnut Creek Walnut Festival from 
Thursday, Sept. 15 through Sunday, Sept.18. 
Don Doughty provided his portable tower for 
antennas, Don Simon set up both HF and VHF 
stations which handled message traffic for 
visitors to the booth; Videotapes provided 
by ARRL on amateur radio, amateur satellites 
and related topics was shown on a TV screen, 
and flyers describing the activities of the 
Club and advertising the classes in code and 
radio theory for amateur license examinations 
were distributed. The new Club banner was 
displayed at the back of the booth. Parti- 
Cipants in this event included: KA6IZI, KD6DY 
WOEEN, W6GZC, N6EEQ, K6DUY, KD6KV, KAG6AEV, 


KA6IVF, KA6IVG, WB6PQM, WA6ZFZ, W6LKE, WB6TEE, 


WOZHY, WA6DQN, KT6X, KB6UX, WB6FBI, KA6LSL, 
KA6LSK, W6CPO, N6EJU,WD6BZQ, KM6B, and NIGA. 

The 10 kilometer Walnut Festival footrace 
at Heather Farms Park on Sunday morning, 
sept. 18, was provided communications by a 
team consisting of KA6AEV, KA6IVF, KA6IVG, 
KA60DX and KT6X. 

Communications for the Walnut Festival 
Parade were handled by KA6AEV, KA6IVG, 
KA6IZI, KD6DY (Joe was Parade chairman and 
operated mobile from his motorbike), KB6UX, 
KT6X, W6CPO, WAGDQN, WA6SWO, WB6NMU (also 
motorcycle mobile), WB6PQM. Although we had 
fewer operators than in past years, we prov- 
ided all essential communications needed by 
the parade director and his assistants. The 
parade came off very smoothly. We missed 
the two Lortshers W6KLM and KA6DPW who hasn't 
missed a Walnut Festival for many years. 
several of the radio operators enjoyed a 
fine breakfast given by the parade committee 
before starting on their labors. 

The following Sunday, Sept. 25, the Club 
assisted the newly formed Devil Mountain 
Cyclists Club with their first major ride, 

a triple 25 mile, 100 kilometer and 100 mile 
event. There was some overlapping of routes, 
and our limited communications team was 
Stationed at rest stops along the 100 mile 
course, which ran from Heather Farms up Mt. 
Diablo to the road junction, down the south 
Side through Danville and Pleasanton to 
Sunol, back up the valley through San Ramon 
and Alamo the Walnut Creek and west through 
Lafayette and Moraga to Skyline Road in Oak- 
land, north through Tilden Park and back to 
Heather Farms. Jim House KA6IVF served as 
net control at race Headquarters, Joe WA6DQN, 


worked the first check point on Mt. Diablo 
and later the last, at Inspiration Point 
in Tilden Park. Dave Fancher, KA6YKG was at 
the stop on Camino Tassajero in eastern Dan- 
ville in the morning and rode one of the 

Sag wagons in the afternoon. Guy Corynen 
KE6BS had the difficult station in the 

sunol "hole", the most distant stop and the 
most problems. Betty Lou and George Hollidge 
were at the top of the hill on Pinehurst Rd. 
at Skyline Boulevard. Jim Keibel WA6SWO kept 
the other sag wagon in touch with ride Hdq. 
It was a fine day, a bit cool in the Berkel- 
ey-Oakland hills, and the cyclists had their 
excercise with few mishaps. 


A report on the Concord-Pleasant Hill 
Band Review will be published next month. 
Joseph T. Gregory WA6DON 


MDARC CHRISTMAS PARTY Ss 


Date: Sunday, December 4 

Time: No Host Cocktail Party  5pm-6:30pm 
Buffet Dinner 6:30pm 

Place: Concord Elks Club 


3994 Willow Pass Road, Concord 


This year we will be going back to the 
Elk's Club for our Christmas Party. For 
those of you who attended last year, you 
know they put on a delicious Buffet with 
plenty of food. No one went away hungry. 
The menu consists of Barbequed Beef, Rig- 
atoni, Green salad, Vegetable, Roll and 
butter, Carrot Cake, Coffee or punch. 
This year we will also have a No Host 
Cocktail Hour before the dinner at the 
club, starting at 5 pm. Also you will be 
able to buy wine to have with your meal if 
desired. 

To all you aspiring actors, actresses 


and musicians, Dee Koester N6EJU, is in 
charge of the program for the Christmas 
Party. Please give her a call if you have 
a hidden talent. Let's make this the best 
program we have had. 

Enclosed in this Carrier is the Christmas 
Party Flyer with a Clip-N-Mail. Please 
return it to me with your check by November 
20. 


See you at the Christmas Party 


Social Chairman 
Carolyn KA6LSK 


CLUB PARTICIPATION IN UPCOMING SPACE MISSION 


Outober 28th (as of this printing) is 
the launch date of the STS-9 Space Shuttle 
Mission. As you know, Owen Garriot W6LFL is 
one of the Astronauts and will be operating 
“Space Mobile". at various times during the 
mission. The 2 meter operating frequencies 
have been published in most of the Amateur 
Publications and on the Westlink News Ser- 
vice. 

The MDARC is sponsoring a display during 
this event to take advantage of the large 
amount of publicity and of course to give 
the general public an Opportunity to see 
Amateur Radio at its best. A fully opera- 
tional Amateur Station will be set up at 
Montgomery Wards parking lot especially to 
work the shuttle. The station will feature 
Such goodies as computer controlled track- 
ing antennas. A complete OSCAR station and 
a 12 foot parabolic dish. 

The equipment will be set up October 
27th we will have an all band - all mode 
H.F. station one a new Specialized 2 meter 
Station for shuttle contact, a complete 
OSCAR station and to cap it off a portable 
12 foot parabolic dish to allow us to re- 
ceive direct pictures from the N.A.S.A. 
elite in orbit over the equator. These 
pictures will be re-transmitted to the ATV 
repeater atop Mt. Diablo. 

The space shuttle mission will last nine 
days, our display is scheduled to run for 
Six of the nine days Starting with the 
launch. We invite all club members and 
friends to visit the display during the 
mission, we would also like to extend an 
invitation to as many as possible to join 
us at the launch and watch the whole thing 
direct from NASA. 

For those of you who would like to par- 
ticipate in this unique event we will stat 
need operators to allow us to staff the 
facility 24 hours a day. There will be lots 
of operating, lots of people to talk to 
about amateur radio and lots of Press cover- 
age. Call any of the numbers listed below 
and leave your name, number and time 
availiable. 

Dee Koester, N6EJU 228-8727 

Bob Dahl, KA6LSL 846-9458 

Mike Scott WB6FBI 707-745-8924 


We will use both the 2 meter and 220 machine 
during the mission. Listen for shuttle 
updates and any requests for equipmant we 
may need. 3 


/3's and look forward to seeing everyone at 
the Ward's display. 

Mike WB6FBI 

STS-9 Project Co-ordinator 


Sat- 


O} 


WESTLINK 


A CABLE TELEVISION FIRM has been notified 
of a $3,000 fine for excessive Signal leak- 
age. The FCC issued a "Notice of Apparent 
Forfeiture" against Times-Mirror Cable 
Television of Encinitas (near San Diego), 

In its letter to the CATV operator, the 
Commission detailed numerous locations 
where an investigation confirmed leakage 
in excess of FCC Standards, some of which 
falls in the 2 meter amateur band. 

Under new rules enacted this year, the 
FCC may levy fines against cable operators 
without first notifying them that they are 
not in compliance. Tnx WA6QQQ. 


DON'T RUN HIGH POWER ON OSCAR 10! 

Users of the A-0-10 should know that when 
a high power station transmits, the trans- 
ponder receiver's AGC jis engaged, reducing 
sensitivity across the entire passband. 

Gain reduction due to high power stations 
has been measured as high as -22 db, which 
causes low power stations to be effectively 
limited in their ability to be heard by 
other users of the bird. 

Be fair--run no more power than absolutely 
needed to make your contact through OSCAR 10. 
Tnx: AMSAT-UK 


MORE OSCAR 10 

A QRP Day has been incorporated into the 
OSCAR 10 schedule... This is on Mondays, UTC, 
at which time all stations are requested to 
run no more than 100 watts ERP. 

Testing has begun with the Mode L 
1268/436 MHz transponder. It will be acti- 
vated only on the old AMSAT Exper imental 
Day (Wednesdays) UTC when the A-0-10 is 
plus or minus 1 hour of apogee on each 
orbit. Tnx: AMSAT-US 


FATHER MORAN, 9NIMM FROM NEPAL, can be 
Found on 14.194 MHz at 2100 UTC daily, short 
path. Also, he is on 14.215 MHz with W3WGS 
at 0000. UTC. -OSL ia N7EB- 


ZKIMA ON NORTH COOK ISLAND is operational 
at O0210Z on 14.349 MHz and on 14.066 MHz at 
O500Z Expect him to be on the air from North 
Cook through October. 


Cushcraft Corporation has come to the 
aid of hams in need of an antenna with which 
to contact W5LFL as he passes over in the 
STS-9 next month. Called the ATS-1 "Shuttle 
Turnstile Antenna," it is designed to give 
the average amateur a fighting chance to 
contact Columbia. Featuring an omnidirect- 
ional pattern, it eliminates the need to 
track the craft as it passes overhead. It 
is available from Cushcraft dealers for 
$39.95. 
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